As women can, nor can be half so true

As women are, save this be something new*

Explicit quinta pars.
Sequitur pars sexta.

Now from Bologna is Panago come,

Whereof the word spread unto great and less,

And in the ears of people, all and some,

It was told, too, that a new marchioness

Came with him, in such pomp and such richness

That never had been seen with human eye

So noble array in all West Lombardy.

The marquis, who had planned and knew all this.

Before this count was come, a message sent

To poor Griselda, who had lost her bliss;

With humble heart and features glad she went

And on her knees before her lord she bent.

No pride of thought did her devotion dim;

She wisely and with reverence greeted him.

He said, "Griselda, hear what I shall say:
This maiden, who'll be wedded unto me,
Shall be received with splendour of array
As royally as in my house may be,
And, too, that everyone in his degree
Have his due rank in seating and service,
And high pleasance, as I can best devise.

"I have not serving women adequate

To set the rooms in order as I would.

And so I wish you here to regulate

All matters of the sort as mistress should.

You know of old the ways I think are goo$,

And though you're clothed in such a slattern's way,

Go do at least your duty as you may."

"Not only am I glad, my lord/* said she,
"To do your wish, but I desire ajso
To serve you and to please in my degree;
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